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Ah, Moon of My Delight! depicts the human obsession with love and the inevitable mortality of all living 
things. We often see the moon as a symbol of uncertainty and cyclical change, and that is absolutely its 
role here. Throughout the piece, expressions of love are repeatedly made towards the moon but left 
without reciprocation. The music wanders through different worlds which depict a deep emptiness and 
instability within, to reflect this unanswered desire. Drones in the low end and echoing voices create 
mysterious soundscapes, as tensions rise throughout the piece. The music reaches its darkest point near 
the end and begins to fall apart in a desperate attempt at finding an answer, before finally arriving at a 
point of complete acceptance and solace. In the words of author Ivan Granger, "the individual self – the 
little self or the ego – disappears in the light of illumination. The moon rises, it shines, but there is no 
"you" to be found within that light."

ABOUT THE PIECE

ORIGINAL TEXT
Omar Khayyam (1048-1131)
Ah, Moon of My Delight!

Ah, Moon of my Delight who know'st no wane,
The Moon of Heaven is rising once again:
     How oft hereafter rising shall she look
Through this same Garden after me -- in vain!

translated by Edward Fitzgerald (1809-1883)

The music of Iranian-Canadian composer Hirad Moradi (b.2003) takes 
listeners on a journey into the profound and visceral emotions that define 
our human experience. Drawing inspiration from a diverse array of sources
—from jazz and metal to electronic music, visual arts, and poetry, Moradi 
crafts a uniquely innovative fusion of Persian and Western classical music 
that explores cultural intersectionality, while retaining distinct individuality.

Driven by a passion for artistic collaboration, Moradi’s music has been 
performed across North America and Europe by groups such as the Dior 
Quartet, Talea Ensemble, Mostly Modern Orchestra, AMF Orchestra, 
University of Toronto Wind Symphony, and many more.

Currently, Moradi acts as conductor and executive director of the  Blank 
Canvas Sound Collective, an independent organization and chamber 
orchestra focused on promoting and performing new music. In addition to 
this ambitious project, Moradi actively performs as a pianist and 
percussionist with several ensembles across Canada and the U.S.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

MSC Presents
MSC Presents, launched in 2023 by Toronto’s 
Modern Sound Collective (artistic director: Kai 
Leung), is a progressive new publication label 
serving as a professional distribution platform 
for the music of MSC-affiliated composers. 
Offering an extremely competitive royalty rate to 
its artists, this initiative aims to create accessible 
opportunities for growth and collaboration for 
the many talented young choral composers in 
the GTA and beyond.

PRINTING
Choral scores distributed by MSC Presents are optimized for 8.5x11 printing.

IG: @hiradmoradi_
Youtube: Hirad Moradi

https://www.instagram.com/hiradmoradi_/
http://www.youtube.com/@HMoradiComposer
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AH,	MOON	OF	MY	DELIGHT!
for	SATB	chorus	a	cappella

music	by

HIRAD�MORADI

text	by

OMAR�KHAYYAM

trans.	EDWARD�FITZGERALD

MSC	Presents:

Commissioned	and	premiered	by

Modern	Sound	Collective	-	Kai	Leung,	artistic	director
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