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“I. (pronounced “eye”) is a short choral setting of an impressionistic poem by Erica Kath: a 
remarkable writer and one of my closest friends. In the poem, she describes the lunar cycle—
likening it to a blinking eye with darkened eyelids. My setting imitates and emphasizes the 
elegant structure of the text, amplifying her evocative language with rich, dense chords.”
                                                                                                                                     - Michael Nunes

ABOUT THE PIECE

ORIGINAL TEXT
Erica Kath

I.

the moon: a great eye 
peers into the world 

through ebony curtains.

slowly, it blinks 
—it eclipses— 
Time weighs, 

heavy.

darkened eyelids drag downwards, 
—everything in phases— 

until there is stillness.

until there is stillness.

several months, and the eye 
blinks once: 

shutting, stillness 
lifting, light

(through ebony curtains) 
shutting—lifting—shutting—lifting: 

watching.

Michael Nunes is a Canadian composer and horn player from Sherwood Park, Alberta. He has 
performed as a soloist with the Hannaford Street Silver Band and the Westside Chamber 
Players, and performed with organizations such as the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, the Aspen Music Festival, 
the National Youth Orchestra of Canada, and the Brott Music 
Festival. Previous commissions include the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra and the National Academy Orchestra of 
Canada, and his vocal and operatic works have been 
performed and recorded by the Juilliard School Vocal Arts 
Department, Green Room Sound Collective, and the 
Concreamus Chamber Choir. He is a current substitute 
musician with the New World Symphony. Michael holds a 
BMus from the University of Toronto, and is pursuing an 
MMus degree at The Juilliard School studying with Erik 
Ralske.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

www.michaelnunesmusic.com 
@michaelnunesmusic

ABOUT THE POET
Erica Kath is a Canadian multidisciplinary poet 
and interdisciplinary researcher from Edmonton, 
Alberta. In both her creative and academic work, 
she explores the intersections between language, 
perception, art, and digital media. She has 

c o l l a b o r a t e d a s a 
librettist with Green 
R o o m S o u n d 
Collective, and has 
b e e n f e a t u r e d o n 
Concreamus Chamber 
Choir’s debut album. 
E r i c a i s t h e 
publications director of 
TA B L E M A N N E R S 
literary magazine, and 
is currently writing her 
fi r s t c o l l e c t i o n o f 
poetry exploring the 

balance between anxiety and creation. Presently, 
Erica is pursuing a MA in English Literature at 
UiT The Arctic University of Norway. 

 @ericalkath

http://www.michaelnunesmusic.com
https://www.instagram.com/ericalkath/
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CLICK TITLES FOR DIRECT LINKS & SCORE VIDEOS

VOICINGS INDICATE MAXIMUM DIVISI SPLITS WITHIN EACH WORK

Danial Sheibani The Affable Enigma SSSAAATTTBB a 
cappella Rūmī 3 min 2021 MSC0009

Sami Anguaya Dawn, Where Are You Now? SSAATTBB, piano, 2 
woodblocks Sami Anguaya 4 min 2024 MSC0013

Kai Leung Generation 2.5 SSAATTBB a cappella Kai Leung 7 min 2024 MSC0014

H. Zack Ferns Gratitude SATB a cappella L.M. Montgomery 4 min 2024 MSC0017

Rémi St-Jacques
Hope is the Thing with 
Feathers SATB a cappella Emily Dickinson 3.5 min 2020 MSC0019

Michael Nunes I. SSAATTBB a cappella Erica Kath 3 min 2019 MSC0018

Sami Anguaya Lying Awake, Waiting SSAATTBB a cappella Tom Robinson & 
Sami Anguaya 4 min 2022 MSC0001

Nicholas Wanstall May This Place SSAATB a cappella Nicholas Wanstall 3 min 2018 MSC0006

Hirad Moradi Ah, Moon of My Delight! SSAATTBB a cappella Omar Khayyam 8 min 2022 MSC0015

Nicholas Wanstall Le Pont Mirabeau SATB, soloist, & piano Guillaume 
Apollinaire 4 min 2024 MSC0016

Madox Terrell Remember SSAATTBB a cappella Christina Rossetti 2.5 min 2020 MSC0010

Carol Kayee Mak The Sirens’ Song SSATBB & piano William Browne 5 min 2019 MSC0008

Emily Green Somewhere in Space SSAA & percussion trio Edith Södergran 3.5 min 2023 MSC0002

Elizabeth Legierski Spring and Fall SSAATTBB a cappella Gerard Manley 
Hopkins 3 min 2018 MSC0007

Francesca Hauser That Shadow, My Likeness SSAATTBB & piano Walt Whitman & 
Christina Rossetti 4 min 2024 MSC0013

Tyrese Walters This is Not Love SSAATTBB a cappella Elsa Gidlow 3 min 2024 MSC0020

E.K.R. Hammell Too Still for Dreams SSAATTBB & piano A.E. Wetherald 4.5 min 2022 MSC0003

Francesca Hauser Twilight SSAATTBB & piano Sara Teasdale 3.5 min 2022 MSC0004

Emily Green What the Silence Offers SSAATTBB, soloist, & 
amplified speaker Erica Kath 9 min 2022 MSC0012

Kai Leung When David Heard SSAATTBB a cappella 2 Samuel 18:33 3 min 2022 MSC0005

CATALOG

http://modernsoundcollective.ca/store/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0009-the-affable-enigma/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0011-dawn-where-are-you-now/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0014-generation-2-5/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0017-gratitude/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0019-hope-is-the-thing-with-feathers/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0018-i./
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0001-lying-awake-waiting/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0006-may-this-place/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0015-ah-moon-of-my-delight/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0016-le-pont-mirabeau/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0010-remember/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0008-the-sirens-song/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0002-somewhere-in-space/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0007-spring-and-fall/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0013-that-shadow-my-likeness/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0020-this-is-not-love/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0003-too-still-for-dreams/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0004-twilight/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0012-what-the-silence-offers/
https://www.modernsoundcollective.ca/store/msc0005-when-david-heard/

